Co-opConnection

High school juniors take on D.C.
returned
home after touring the nation’s
capital in June on a trip sponsored
by Newberry Electric Cooperative.
Kelci Avery and Holly Richardson
represented Newberry Electric on this
summer’s Youth Tour, which was held
on June 16–21.
They joined other students
representing co-ops across the
Palmetto State for a whirlwind tour of
historic sites, government buildings,
museums, monuments, and much more.
Kelci Avery states, “The Youth
Tour was probably one of the best
experiences of my life! My favorite
part was becoming chairwoman of the
board of the Soda Pop Co-op, which
was our very own co-op the youth

Van O’Cain

TWO HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS

Newberry Electric Co-op Youth Tour student Kelci
Avery poses in Representative Jeff Duncan’s chair.

set up to keep down our expenses
of drinks and snacks. I enjoyed the
position. Through this experience, I
gained a new respect for Mr. Kibler’s
job and the job of the board.”
Holly Richardson says, “The
amount of sightseeing packed into one

Kelci Avery
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Pictured here are the Soda Pop Co-op officers,
left to right, Chase Taylor (General Manager),
Kelci Avery (Board Chairwoman), and Blake Ward
(Assistant Manager). The Soda Pop Co-op was
formed by the 2012 Youth Tour participants to
defray the costs of drinks and snacks.

week was remarkable. Everywhere you
could think to go in Washington, we
went. I would strongly recommend
this trip to any junior; it’s definitely
the opportunity of a lifetime.”
The students were selected on the
basis of their academic achievements,
extracurricular activities and
community involvement.
South Carolina’s electric
cooperatives have sponsored the
Washington Youth Tour since 1964.
The trip educates students about their
nation’s capital, the sacrifices made
for our freedoms, and the value of the
cooperative way of business. Students
come home with a greater appreciation
of our nation’s leaders, a respect for
the beauty of Washington, D.C., and
friendships that will last a lifetime.
Anyone interested in getting more details
about the 2013 Youth Tour, please contact
Debra Shaw at 276-1121.
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2012 Youth Tour participants pose on the steps of the Capitol with some of their elected officials.
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Newberry News
Honoring our heroes

Freedom and Hope Foundation provides outdoor
opportunities for veterans, disabled
which provides hunting and fishing
opportunities for wounded and/or
disabled veterans, the sick and those
with mental or physical handicaps on
a regular basis out of the Freedom
Isn’t Free Lodge in Prosperity. The
foundation works with a pool of 400
active-duty wounded warriors from
Fort Gordon.
“It’s about serving God and
country at the same time,” he says.
Cotney says one of the most
moving stories of gratitude came
from a Vietnam veteran.
“I had a man we took hunting
who lost his legs in Vietnam and
suffers from PTSD [post-traumatic
stress disorder],” he says. “When
we were done, this man, this hero,
cried. He said, ‘No one has ever
done anything like this for me.
When I got home they threw rotten
eggs at me and called me ‘baby
killer.’ This is the first time I’ve been
able to hunt since then. Thank you.’
What a powerful testimony.”
Cotney relies upon donations from
area religious and civic organizations,
such as WIRE, to operate and,
hopefully, grow. “We need people’s
hearts,” Cotney says.

Kids with cancer, other illnesses and disabilities get
to enjoy outdoor sports thanks to foundation efforts
such as this turkey hunt.

GiveBack
Foundation benefits
from restaurants’
community outreach

To see a calendar of upcoming events, learn
more about the foundation or donate,
visit FreedomAndHopeFoundation.com.
Wounded and
disabled veterans
are all smiles after a
recent Freedom and
Hope Foundation
outing.
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a passionate man.
While working with a National
Wild Turkey Foundation Wheelin’
Sportsmen event in 2005, Cotney
saw how life-changing it was for
people with mental and physical
disabilities to enjoy the simple
pleasures of hunting and fishing
most of us take for granted. Working
with similar events over the years,
he realized the great need for a local
full-time foundation dedicated to
helping our community’s veterans
and the sick.
“I had worked with specialneeds people, children with difficult
illnesses and disabled veterans from
Vietnam as well as Afghanistan
and Iraq and saw how much they
all enjoyed being able to come out
and hunt and fish,” Cotney recently
told members of the Newberry
Electric Cooperative’s chapter of
WIRE (Women Involved in Rural
Electrification). “Being able to provide
the chance to hunt for people in
wheelchairs, opportunities to fish for
those with mental illness and just
allow those folks, those heroes, to do
what they otherwise couldn’t do was
such a huge blessing that I knew it
had to continue and grow.”
In June 2010, Cotney started the
Freedom and Hope Foundation,

Terry Cotney is
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Donations have paid to
dry in a new Freedom and
Hope Foundation Lodge
across from the existing
lodge near Prosperity.
Founder Terry Cotney
says, “We have a sink,
land, plumbing, HVAC,
cabinets, framers—and
heroes.” To donate other
materials, contact Cotney
at 271-1861 or email
scubeco@bellsouth.net.

Six Ruby Tuesday locations
in the Midlands will donate
to the Freedom and Hope
Foundation through the
restaurant chain’s GiveBack
program. Each Ruby Tuesday
contributes 20 percent of
the net sales from guests
who bring in a GiveBack flyer
for the foundation’s specific
events. The six restaurants are:
in Lexington at 5464 Sunset
Blvd.; in West Columbia at
2504 Augusta Rd.; in Sumter
at 1135 Broad St.; and three
locations in Columbia, 7490
Garners Ferry Rd., 1 Bush River
Rd., and 4600 Devine St. Visit
FreedomAndHopeFoundation.
com to download a flyer for
an upcoming GiveBack event.

scliving.coop | SEPTEMBER 2012 | SOUTH CAROLINA LIVING

5

