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Co-op gets Facebook page

BEFORE A STORM ever hits, Newberry Electric
Cooperative acts to prevent outages. We
take a proactive approach through a yearround process of maintaining our rights
of way.
We are constantly cleaning, clearing, and
trimming brush and debris away from our
power lines. Why? When wind, rain, ice
or snow push or weigh down trees, their
limbs—sometimes the entire tree—can fall
onto power lines, causing outages.
Right-of-way (ROW) maintenance
helps ensure safe, reliable electric service.
You have probably seen our maintenance
contract crews’ vehicles with telescoping
boom and saw-type cutter heads trimming
trees, mowing or using chain saws to clear
corridors beneath our power lines. Did
you know that vegetation, trees, shrubs
and brush growing too close to power
lines and distribution equipment leads
to approximately 15 percent of power
interruptions?
Since we can’t cut our entire ROW every
year, trees may grow 6 to 10 feet by the
time the crews return. It’s a job that’s never
done—by the time crews finish trimming
activities along our nearly 1,500 miles of
overhead distribution lines, vegetation has
started to grow back at the starting point.
Another key reason for keeping the ROW
clear is safety. Accidents happen so quickly.
Kids climbing trees can be a tragedy if they

touch a limb in contact with an energized
line or touch the line itself. The result can
be severe injury or even death. Adults also
are at risk if working around lines in trees.
Power lines can carry up to 12,470 volts—
even a touch can be deadly.
Trees beautify our property, help cool
our homes, provide privacy screens, and
even sometimes increase our property value
if placed properly. Unfortunately, trees
and power lines are not a good mix. Trees
growing into lines can cause blinks and
power outages. (Even those vines that grow
so fast in spring and summer can cause
“line loss,” or power lost in transmission,
if the vines give the power a path to the
ground.)
Before planting trees in your yard,
think about how tall they may grow and
how wide their branches may spread. As
a rule of thumb, 15 feet of ground-to-sky
clearance should be available on each side
of our utility poles to give power lines
plenty of space. Choose tree varieties with
care and plant with power lines in mind.
Thanks for your cooperation—that’s
what makes NEC work!

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Are you on Facebook? NEC
is! Check out the Newberry
Electric Cooperative
Facebook page. The Internet
address is Facebook.com/
NewberryCoop.
Our Facebook page
will feature energy tips,
cost-saving videos, and
NEC events. If you have a
Facebook account, go to the
Newberry Electric Facebook
page and “like” us. After all,
we love our members!
Debra Shaw

Davey Tree employee Keith Constante trims a powerline in the Prosperity area.
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Newberry News
Fruits of the vine

NEC members start, grow winery
BY WALTER ALLREAD

AS HE TRAVELED the country for his
job as regional director of Vietnam
Veterans of America,
Richard LaBarre and his
future wife, Laura, made
a point to stop in at local
wineries wherever they
would go as a way of
Putting a winery in Newberry,
meeting new people and
S.C., however, is.
engaging a community.
LaBarre says he picked
“We’d always have
Newberry for several reasons,
fun, and the people who
not the least of which being
owned the wineries were
always so friendly and
Black Spanish grapes ripen the beauty of the property he
on the vine after an early
found and the fact that it’s
helpful,” says LaBarre,
July rain.
where his wife is from (they
a Newberry Electric
married at the winery in 2006).
Cooperative member. “I realized there
“I got pretty lucky with the
were always people there [at wineries],
location I found in more ways than
no matter how far off the interstate
one,” LaBarre says. “The soil and the
it was.”
weather are actually great for growing
After they would leave, the couple
often thought about how neat it would grapes here, and being so close to the
interstate is ideal.”
be to have a winery of their own one
LaBarre converted a former 18day, and after a lot of consideration—
acre pasture into a vineyard where he
and maybe a glass of wine or two—
planted 800 muscadine vines along
the LaBarres finally pulled the trigger,
with other red and white grapes. From
launching Enoree River Winery in
those grapes and other juice they
2004.
purchase, the LaBarres produce a
Owning a winery isn’t a new idea.
rotating list of about 11 varieties
Family and friends of Josh Erickson, a long-time
Enoree River Winery fan, enjoy a meal and live jazz of wine.
during a reunion he held there July 5. “I brought
Besides the wine, there’s also
family from every corner of the planet—Hawaii,
a
South
Carolina gift shop on the
LA, San Francisco, Miami. We’re all originally from
premises,
and the rural setting has
Hawaii,” Erickson noted.

Richard and Laura LaBarre in the vineyard at
Enoree River Winery. “We want people to feel
comfortable when they come here,” says Laura.

provided a beautiful backdrop for
weddings, picnics and parties in
addition to a friendly, comfortable
tasting room they designed
themselves.
“We want people to feel
comfortable when they come here, sit
down and relax and enjoy themselves,
and that’s what they do,” Laura says.
To learn more about the winery, visit
enoreeriverwinery.com.

Sunday, Oct.13
Enoree River Winery to host
Newberry Harvest Festival

Jaime McGough and Leilani
Madrid enjoy a glass of wine
overlooking the Enoree
River Winery vineyard.

walter allread

The Newberry Harvest Festival will be held 2–7 p.m.
Sunday, October 13, at Enoree River Winery.
The family-friendly event will feature local
musicians. Parking is free. No coolers are allowed.
Wristbands given to all attendees over 21; you must
be 21 or older to wine taste and everyone must
provide picture ID. Bottled water and nonalcoholic
beverages will be sold.
Admission is $10 per person 21 and above, which
includes wine tasting and souvenir wine glass to
take home, and $5 for those under 21. Wines will be
available from Enoree River Winery and City Scape
Winery. Wines can be purchased by the glass or bottle.
Directions to the winery, located at 1650 Dusty
Road, Newberry:
ff Take Exit 74 off I-26 (Hwy. 34), turn toward
Winnsboro
ff Go

a half-mile, turn right on Dusty Road

ff Winery

entrance is half-mile ahead on the left.
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