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LOYALTY IS A PRIZED VIRTUE —to country,
family, even the schools we attend. We
keep those ties strong throughout our lives,
myself included: I still fly the
flag, wear the colors of Limestone
College and support the military.
We at Newberry Electric
Cooperative also have loyalties, to
the members and communities we
serve. We have deep connections
here because Newberry is our
home, and you are our neighbor.
When you signed up for service with
Newberry Electric Cooperative, you became
a member, not a customer—because each
of our 9,500 consumer-members owns a
portion of the co-op.
That means we care about improving
the quality of life in the areas we serve.
From sponsoring the scoreboard at the high
school football stadium to making donations
at the local food bank, or sponsoring high
school juniors on a trip to Washington, D.C.,
Newberry Electric Cooperative invests in
the places where you live and work.
Newberry Electric Cooperative doesn’t
exist to make profits for distant investors
on Wall Street. We exist to provide you
with safe, reliable, and affordable electric
service—and doing so in a way that makes

Co-op gets Facebook page
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President and Chief Executive Officer
President and CEO
Keith Avery presents
Teresa Powers with a
check in support of the
industrial park spec
building.

Natalie Netzel

Are you on Facebook? NEC
is! Check out the Newberry
Electric Cooperative
Facebook page. The Internet
address is Facebook.com/
NewberryCoop.
Our Facebook page
will feature energy tips,
cost-saving videos, and
NEC events. If you have a
Facebook account, go to the
Newberry Electric Facebook
page and “like” us. After all,
we love our members!
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things better for future generations.
Because electric co-ops operate on a notfor-profit basis, we have no need to increase
revenues above what it takes to run our
business in a financially sound manner.
This structure helps keep your electric bills
affordable.
We take our jobs seriously, but we also
take our community roles seriously, too.
That’s why we offer scholarships to collegebound students, and send two high school
juniors to Washington, D.C., every summer
to learn about history and government.
Through our partnership with other S.C.
co-ops and state-owned utility Santee
Cooper, a.k.a. the Power Team, we support
local economic development projects, such
as the spec building at the industrial park.
We don’t participate in these activities
simply because it’s nice to do, or even
the right thing to do. We do it because
we remain loyal to our members, our
neighbors, our home—and have a mission to
make life better in the areas we serve.
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Newberry News
Not just another
road trip

Hannah Coker, Debra Shaw and Amanda
Crayne tour the WWII Memorial.

A special remembrance
of my hero

Technical Sergeant J.C. Porter

150,000 Allied soldiers who stormed
the beaches of Normany, France,
in support of the invasion to defeat
Hitler. I can picture him hustling
down the ramp into the water and
heading ashore under heavy fire. More
than 9,000 Allied servicemen were

either killed or wounded that day. I
remember daddy saying that he heard
Hitler, over a special radio broadcast
intended to demoralize Allied forces,
telling his men to “stick the bayonet in
and twist it—don’t pull it out.”
I’m not sure when during the
war, but my daddy was in a foxhole
and he said there had been heavy
artillery for a few days. He had two
friends named Allie Ray and Zimbilies
who fought fearlessly by his side. At
different times, they were both shot
and literally died in his arms in the
foxhole. Before they died, he promised
them that if he ever had a son, he
would name the boy after them—and
he did. My brother’s name is Allie Ray
Zimbilies Porter.
Daddy earned his Silver Star for
bravery during the D-Day invasion.
During an attack, Sgt. Porter took
command of the platoon because its
leader was wounded and his platoon
sergeant killed. He “reorganized
the men and led them on to the
objective,” as his army citation states.
“When the enemy launched a furious
counter-attack against the platoon,
Sergeant Porter, displaying great
personal bravery, directed the defense
of the position and repulsed the
enemy-attack with heavy casualties.
Throughout the action, his utter
disregard for personal safety and
courage in the face of heavy fire were

an inspiration to his men.”
Of all the memorials and sites we
visited on the Youth Tour, the WWII
Memorial was the most memorable.
I’m proud to be part of Newberry
Electric Cooperative. NEC and its
sister co-ops around South Carolina
care about teaching today’s youth,
our future leaders, about our nation’s
history. Judging by their solemn
reactions to the WWII Memorial and
other war monuments we visited,
I’m sure the 50 S.C. students on this
year’s trip now feel as connected and
unified as our 50 great states. And I
know they can now better appreciate
the freedom that men like my daddy
risked everything to preserve.
Debra Shaw is NEC’s VP of member,
public and government relations.

Debra Shaw

Debra Shaw

My 2013 Washington Youth Tour
experience was much more than just
a road trip. Although it was a special
honor to help chaperone 50 rising
seniors from across South Carolina,
for me the trip was also a special
remembrance of my daddy, Tech.
Sgt. J.C. Porter, 93, who served during
World War II.
Daddy never talked much about
his war experiences, but having heard
the vivid details of the few stories
he chose to share, I am more deeply
touched by the WWII Memorial each
time I see it.
On D-Day, June 6, 1944, my
daddy was one of the approximately

Luis Gomez

By DEBRA SHAW

Hannah and Amanda stand in front of the White
House.
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