Co-opConnection

Share your email, please
882 Wilson Road
P.O. Box 477
Newberry, SC 29108
Office Hours
8 a.m.–5 p.m. Monday–Friday
General Information
(803) 276-1121
(800) 479-8838
Fax: (803) 276-4121
nec.coop
Nights, Weekends, Holidays
(803) 276-1121
President &
Chief Executive Officer
G. Keith Avery
Board of Trustees
William D. Kibler, Chairman
C.J. Bishop, Vice Chairman
Johnnie Dickert, Secretary-Treasurer
Richard O. Koon, Zone 3
William B. Lominick, Zone 1
J. Wayne Nichols, Zone 2
Harold L. Pitts, Zone 2
Patty H. Ruff, Zone 3
Tobie R. Shealy, Zone 3

Newberry Electric
Cooperative will be closed
on Monday, September 3, in
observance of Labor Day.
Please call (803) 276-1121
to report power outages
or electrical problems.
Emergency crews will be
on standby.
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We may need you to contact elected officials about EPA actions
used this space to
update you about what is going on
in Washington, D.C. Today, many
environmental laws that were
adopted by Congress decades
ago are being used by federal
agencies and the courts to
address issues for which they
were never intended.
For example, the federal
Clean Air Act is now 40 years
old and was last amended
in 1990—more than two decades
ago. Much has changed through
the years, including technology, our
understanding of the environment,
and the electric utility industry.
Today, officials with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), often under court order, are
trying to modify the Clean Air Act
to fit new circumstances. These new
regulations will mean one thing,
higher electric bills.
Electric co-ops have been actively
urging the EPA through comments,
testimony, and litigation to consider
the negative consequences of new
regulations. We are constantly
reminding our representatives in
Washington that the climate change
debate is one with real consequences
for real people and that your interests
must be heard.
Our delegation in Washington
has been very supportive of your
cooperative on this issue. On your
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behalf, we will continue to urge our
leaders to work to meet both federal
public policy goals and our need for
affordable, reliable electricity.
This issue is very important, and
I encourage you to stay informed.
We will continue to update you
through South Carolina Living.
We can also keep you informed by
email. If we have an email address for
you, when we have a pressing issue
we feel you need to know about, we
will send you a message providing
information. If you have an email
address, please provide it to us. It may
even become necessary for us to ask
you to contact your elected officials
regarding an issue.
Our elected officials are always
responsive to us, but we do know
this—you are the grassroots of this
cooperative, and they will respond to
your requests.
If you’d like to help, email us at
nec_legislation@nec.coop. We’ll use
your address only to contact you
about important issues that may affect
your co-op. We won’t share your email
address with outside companies or
third parties.
Thank you.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Newberry News
Cool off bills with TogetherWeSave.com

and high electric bills don’t need
to arrive hand-in-hand this summer. At Newberry Electric
Cooperative we are committed to providing you with
not only safe and reliable electric service, but also with
information you need to save energy, and keep electric bills
affordable, when the heat is on.
One of the most powerful tools in Newberry Electric
Cooperative’s energy-saving arsenal is TogetherWeSave.
com. The website offers nine applications focusing on
different actions that, once completed, show an actual
savings calculation. For example, in the “Lower Your Water
Heater Temperature” application, you can virtually adjust
the temperature setting on the water heater dial to see a
projection of how much money you could save by doing
just that.
Take the Virtual Home Tour on TogetherWeSave.com to
find even more ways to cut costs. You will “walk” through
a home’s family room, kitchen, laundry room, bedroom,
basement and attic. Each area reveals at least two actions
you can take to improve your home’s energy efficiency. As
you move through the room and complete the suggested
changes, you will see a running tally of potential energy
dollar savings.

SCORCHING TEMPERATURES

The website also provides access to the Touchstone
Energy Cooperatives TV Web Portal where you can view
short energy-efficiency videos. You can even connect
with other energy-conscious members by sharing your
story about what you are doing to be more efficient. It’s
remarkable that co-op members just like you from across
the country have already visited TogetherWeSave.com
and collectively saved an estimated $40 million by making
small energy-related changes at home. “Be sure to click on
the TogetherWeSave.com link the next time you visit our
website,” says Debra Shaw, manager of member and public
relations. “There are literally thousands of dollars worth of
energy-saving tips there.”
The NEC Facebook page also offers energy-saving tips
and videos, as well as co-op happenings. If you haven’t
already, please go to Facebook.com/NewberryCoop and
“like” our Facebook page.
We want to help you reach your energy-saving
goals. So go ahead: flip a switch, lower the blinds, raise
the temperature on your thermostat, and visit
TogetherWeSave.com to find out how little changes can
cool off your electric bill.
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