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Statement of
nondiscrimination
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
   If you wish to file a Civil Rights program
complaint of discrimination, complete the
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint
Form, found online at http://www.ascr.
usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or
at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
to request the form. You may also write
a letter containing all of the information
requested in the form. Send your completed
complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Director, Office
of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax
(202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@
usda.gov.
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Every July, we take time to reflect on our
country’s history and remember how the
actions of a few helped shape the way we
live today. I think back on the rich
history of the electric cooperative
movement and how a small group
of determined individuals were
able to improve their quality of life
and the quality of life for all those
who would come after them.
Every day, Newberry Electric
Cooperative members and
employees pay homage to the legacy of our
cooperative founders. And, because we are
a part of an electric cooperative, we know
we have the power to impact our present
and shape the future, just like those who
came before us.
We leverage our collective power to
get things done. We are very focused on
economic development in Newberry County.
We played a significant role in getting
financing for the speculative building located
in the Mid-Carolina Commerce Park, thus
attracting industry to the area.
We work together, partnering with
other co-ops, local businesses and
community organizers to achieve economic
development goals. Creating better
opportunities and increasing the quality of
life for our families and communities—just
as our founding co-op members did.
We understand that the decisions
we make today could greatly affect how
future generations live, so we invest in
energy efficiency programs that protect
our future generations while still providing

Teresa Powers

Mid-Carolina Commerce Park spec building

high-quality, affordable electric power.
Cooperatives are helping to build the
next generation of leadership through
our Youth Tour programs; sending high
school students to Washington, D.C., to
meet with lawmakers and get an up-close
view of how our government functions.
Youth Tour participants leave our nation’s
capital feeling energized. It inspires them
to make a difference in their communities
and gives them a new perspective. Youth
Tour provides young people from our
communities with an opportunity they may
otherwise have never known.
All of these things, plus so much
more, are what make-up the cooperative
difference. This Fourth of July, as we think
about the future of electric cooperatives
and how we will continue to shape our
country and our society, Newberry Electric
Cooperative remembers what it took to
bring power to our communities and let the
determination of those who came before us,
guide us.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Remembering ‘when the lights came on’
Electric cooperatives across the country
are celebrating their 75th anniversary. Aiken
Electric Cooperative, formed in 1938, last
year became the first of South Carolina’s 20
distribution co-ops to reach that milestone.
Newberry Electric Cooperative was
organized on June 17, 1940, and our system
was energized January 7, 1941. We will mark
our 75th anniversary June 17, 2015. Leading up
to the celebration, we’re interviewing co-op
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members and former employees
who recall “when the lights
came on.”
Please let us know if you, or someone
you know, might have bright memories of
those days. And tell us if you have vintage
appliances, electrical items, memorabilia or
photographs from the early days of rural
electrification. Contact Debra Shaw at (803)
276-1121 or email her at dshaw@nec.coop.

Newberry News
Big love, small package

NEC member has been raising miniature horses since 1982

Dr. Mack Hughes
and his grandson,
“Little Jack”
Hughes, with
Midnight, a gelding.
The miniature horse
has been in many
parades, and
Dr. Hughes sometimes gives
buggy rides with Midnight.
BACK IN 1982 ,

Chandler Waites, 5, and
Bristol Perry, 4, with Maude, a
miniature donkey. “She’s one
of my older ones,” Hughes
says. “When kids come off
the buses, the other donkeys
scatter but not Maude.”
A jenny (right), or female, is
one of 17 miniature donkeys
Hughes has. Two are jacks, as
males are called.

“They’re actually coming back to it.
My son has a couple at his house.”
They’re passing their big love
for small horses on to Dr. Hughes’
grandson, “Little
Jack,” who is just
six months old.
He’ll have to go
a ways to match
his grandfather’s
enthusiasm,
“Little Jack” has a twinkle in his
eyes after spending time with
however. “Over
his grandfather’s miniatures.
the years it just
snowballed. I still love it, after all this
time,” the doctor says.

WALTER ALLREAD

Newberry Electric
Cooperative member Dr. Mack
Hughes was about done with horses.
“I had big horses, but I decided
to get rid of them,” says Hughes.
“For my kids, I had two Shetland, or
Welsh, ponies, two mares. When I was
getting rid of my big horses, someone
said, ‘Why don’t you get a miniature
stallion and breed those mares?’ I said,
‘Really?’ and I began looking into it.
“I found a guy up in
Hendersonville, N.C., who had a
herd of about 100 of them. I went up

there and talked to him and bought
a stallion from them. So I got started
and had four; I bought a couple more
from a friend in Abbeville.
“At one time I had 41 horses, about
30 mares. Back then, I could sell them
about as fast as they hit the ground.
I’d take them to a sale and people
would gobble them up. I got hooked!”
Now, Hughes enjoys taking his
miniature horses (he also raises
miniature donkeys) to events such as
parades and shows.
“We went to the Coon Dog Day in
Saluda last year, and it’s a tiny town
but they must’ve had 10,000 people
for that,” Hughes said. “I had a horse
in the parade, all dressed up for the
Fourth of July in patriotic gear, and
I can tell you that horse was the star
of the show!”
Hughes shares his joy with local
youth groups.
“I used to be very involved with the
4-H kids, and that was great,” Hughes
says. “Now, every spring Newberry
Academy brings a busload of second
graders out here, and they have a ball.
They’re just enthralled.”
A radiologist who retired in 1993,
Hughes’ interest in miniature horses
has remained long after his own
children outgrew them.
“Eventually my kids got older and
moved on to cars, boys and girls,”
says Hughes, originally from Union.

Miniature donkeys grazing in early June.
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