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Celebrating co-op independence

Co-op gets Facebook page
Are you on Facebook? NEC
is! Check out the Newberry
Electric Cooperative
Facebook page. The Internet
address is Facebook.com/
NewberryCoop.
Our Facebook page
will feature energy tips,
cost-saving videos, and
NEC events. If you have a
Facebook account, go to the
Newberry Electric Facebook
page and “like” us. After all,
we love our members!

4

ON JULY 4 we celebrated our nation’s
independence. In the midst of apple
pies and hot dogs, fireworks shows
and parades, I can’t help but
think about the independent
streak that inspired groups
of farmers around America’s
countryside to band together
and improve their quality
of life.
Aside from President
Franklin Roosevelt’s promise
of federal aid in the form of lowinterest loans and engineering
expertise, rural Americans didn’t have
much help in bringing electricity to
their homes. They pulled themselves
up by their proverbial bootstraps and
did it themselves.
This independence not only
tends to inspire cooperatives; it’s
a guiding principle. The Fourth
Cooperative Principle, “Autonomy and
Independence,” means that no matter
what contracts and alliances Newberry
Electric Cooperative might enter into,
we will always remain an independent
entity.
Each year, Newberry Electric’s
Annual Meeting of Members becomes
an independence celebration.
You hear reports from the co-op’s
leadership and, in short order, we
take care of co-op business. We all
enjoy that All-American favorite, hot
dogs, and have some fun. I would like
to take this time to thank those of
you who attended this year’s Annual
Meeting. Despite the cool, windy
morning, we had more than 2,160
members join us at the meeting.
That’s co-op spirit for you.
Electric cooperatives form a vast
network across the country, from coast
to coast. Co-op lines are strung in 47
states, serving 42 million people—a
different world from 1935, when
much of America remained dark.
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VP of Finance and Accounting Arthur Guy raises
the U.S. flag.

This Fourth of July, as we recognize
the hard-fought war that created
the United States, I’ll also tip my
hat to Newberry Electric’s founders,
who beat incredible odds to make
life better for themselves and their
neighbors.
We look forward to seeing you
again next year at our 74th Annual
Meeting when we’ll celebrate our
co-op’s autonomy and independence
all over again.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Newberry News
300,000 saved by 3 million

But mother’s loss of three boys shows MADD’s mission far from over
By WALTER ALLREAD

has helped save more
than 300,000 lives since it
was founded in 1980, and the
non-profit organization has
more than 3 million members
and supporters, including those
with MADD Newberry County,
activated in 1989.
But it was the story of three
South Carolina boys, shared
by Margaret Brackett of the
local MADD office at a recent
meeting of Newberry Electric
Cooperative’s WIRE chapter,
that brought the dangers
of alcohol home in a heartrending fashion.
Members of Women Involved
in Rural Electrification heard
Brackett share the harrowing
words of Joy Groomes Bachelor
of Aiken, who originally gave
her testimony at MADD’s
annual Candlelight Vigil of
Remembrance and Hope
Candles. Bachelor lost her
three sons in 2002 in a wreck
attributed to the influence of
alcohol and to their father,
Michael, who is currently
serving a 124-year prison
sentence.

(MADD)

‘Life was perfect’
“Life was perfect for the boys
and me,” Bachelor said. “Four
years had passed since their
father had any contact with
our family. However, in June
2002 my husband called,
stating he wanted to build a
relationship with his sons. He
visited the boys at our home.
Michael showed up July 11

at 2 p.m. to take the children
fishing at my grandmother’s
pond. I was informed at
6:48 p.m. there had been an
accident involving my boys.
“I was taken to the crash
site. Michael’s truck had
overturned, and then I visited
the trauma unit where Brandon
and Drew were on life support,
but I could not find Ashton.
A doctor explained Ashton had
been ejected and was crushed
beneath the truck. Here my
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MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING

“The decision of an individual to drink
and drive can and does affect hopes
and dreams of the innocent,” MADD’s
Margaret Brackett tells WIRE members.

oldest son was in the morgue
and my other two children
were on life support.
“The next day Brandon was
brain dead and life support
was turned off. I had lost
two children. Five days later
Drew joined his brothers. The
funerals were held with 2,000
people attending.”

‘Pressured … to drink’
An investigation revealed that
when the father left with the
boys, he went to the store and
bought beer and wine. “He

took the boys to his house
and pressured them to drink
the alcohol, and he continued
to drink while driving,” she
said. He later forced Ashton at
knifepoint to drive, despite the
boy pleading that he did not
know how. Ashton made it to
our subdivision entrance, but
his father refused to allow him
to make the turn.
“When Drew screamed,
in an effort to silence Drew,
Michael cut his leg with the
knife. Ashton let go the steering
wheel to protect his brother,
resulting in the truck colliding
head-on with an oncoming
vehicle.”
After receiving counseling,
Bachelor has been on a
mission to prevent tragedy
from touching other families,
Brackett said. She gives
speeches and supports others
in grief, working with MADD’s
victim services program.
“This nation’s youth, the
leaders of tomorrow, are being
killed senselessly by drinking
and driving,” Brackett told
WIRE. “We make decisions
and choices,” she concluded.
“Everyone has hopes and
dreams for the future. Our
decisions and choices affect
not only our lives but other
lives as well. The decision of
an individual to drink and
drive can and does affect hopes
and dreams of the innocent.
Drunk driving is preventable
and does not have to happen
when people make responsible
decisions and choices.”

‘100 Days of Summer
H.E.A.T.’ won’t let
up until Sept. 4
In conjunction with
Mothers Against Drunk
Driving, the S.C. Office of
Highway Safety recently
announced its “100 Days
of Summer H.E.A.T.,” under
way through September 4.
The H.E.A.T. campaign,
short for Highway
Enforcement of Aggressive
Traffic, reminds drivers to
“slam the brakes on your
high-speed driving habits
now. Law enforcement
agencies across the state
are once again rolling-out
a full-scale enforcement
mobilization to crackdown on
the worst offenders.”
Highway safety data shows
speed, impaired driving and
unrestrained driving are
still the top three causes
of fatality crashes yearround, the agency says. The
statewide effort encompasses
all roads in South Carolina
and will include both
saturated patrol and public
safety checkpoints.
The department is teaming
up with the S.C. Department
of Natural Resources to
promote safe practices not
only on our highways but also
on S.C.’s waterways. Life safety
devices are commonplace in
both land and water vehicles:
seatbelts in motor vehicles
and life preservers in water
vehicles (boats). Driving and
boating under the influence
are both deadly actions, the
agencies said.
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