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Co-op gets Facebook page
Are you on Facebook? NEC
is! Check out the Newberry
Electric Cooperative
Facebook page. The Internet
address is Facebook.com/
NewberryCoop.
Our Facebook page
will feature energy tips,
cost-saving videos, and
NEC events. If you have a
Facebook account, go to the
Newberry Electric Facebook
page and “like” us. After all,
we love our members!

1,719 members who
attended our 74th Annual Meeting on
Wednesday, April 23, at Mid-Carolina
Middle School. If you couldn’t be
there, or didn’t stick around for the
business portion of the meeting, here’s
a quick recap:
ff The cooperative has focused efforts
on reducing administrative
and operational costs by
maintaining expenses at
the same level as in 2012.
NEC entered a coordination
agreement with Central
Electric Cooperative in 2012,
resulting in savings of more
than $300,000 in power costs
for the members.
ff The Engineering and Operations
Department has implemented a
Conservative Voltage Reduction
Program at co-op substations to
reduce overall demand charges that
saved members from September
to December another $290,000 in
power costs. These changes were
implemented to help us avoid a rate
increase in 2013. We also project no
rate increases in 2014.
ff The co-op met all of its financial
THANKS TO THE

goals. This past year, NEC returned
capital credits for 1990 and 1991,
totaling more than $840,000 to
members. Since 1983, we have
returned more
than $11 million to
members.
ff In the board
elections, Blake
Brigman (District 1)
was elected without
opposition to fill
the NEC Board seat Blake Brigman
vacated by the retirement of William D.
Kibler Jr., who served as a trustee for
33 years. C. J. Bishop was re-elected
without opposition in District 2, while
incumbent Richard Koon defeated
challenger Timard Gates 1,439 votes to
280 in the District 3 race.
We look forward to seeing you at
next year’s Annual Meeting, where
we’ll celebrate our 75th anniversary.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Margaret Hill (and her husband Raymond, not
pictured) and David Taylor (right) won the
grand prizes—a pair of $500 bill credits—at
our 2014 Annual Meeting.
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Newberry News
Showing their
co-op colors

At the NEC Annual Meeting
April 23, Glendora Williams
(left) and Stephanie Curry
were among the co-op
members who signed
postcards to send the
Environmental Protection
Agency a message not to
take steps that could raise
power bills. U.S. Sen. Lindsey
Graham, who also signed a
card, later addressed NEC members. “Rural South Carolina would not be where
we are today without your electric co-ops,” he said. The color guard from the
City of Newberry Fire Department helped start the business meeting.

Braleigh Kinard, 4, cools
it with a fan from the
NEC WIRE chapter’s table.
Sharon Clark bought
an insulated casserole
cover from WIRE, helping
Women Involved in Rural
Electrication raise money
for community outreach
efforts.

Karen Turcotte (left) and Amy
Bowers with the stadium seats that
all members attending received as
registration gifts.

Buddy Kunkle, 97, got $5 for being
the oldest person in attendance. The
youngest was Lewrence Oscar Suber
III, 2 months and 3 days old, with
mother Violeta Suber.
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Prize winners included Heyward
Byers (above), who got the $200
“early bird” bill credit, and Vincent
and Shirley Brooks (right), who
snagged a $100 gift card.

Betty Jean Pitts (left)
and Mattie Brown
won cash from
emcee Lou Green,
who asked members
to prove they were
wearing wigs.
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