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AS A CHILD, I followed my dad around the
house, copying his moves. I wanted to be
just like him. The same is true for Kade
and Carson Tedder, 6 and 4,
the sons of Newberry Electric
Cooperative Lineman First Class
Justin Tedder.
Kade asks his dad almost
every week if he is the lineman
on call. Wherever they go, Kade
and Carson look for the power
lines. They frequently ask their
dad, “That’s what you work on, isn’t
that right, Daddy?” The boys miss Justin
when he has to head out into the night
to work a storm, and they look up to him
for being a lineman.
More than 50 children whose parents
work at Newberry Electric Cooperative
look up to their fathers, too—40 feet
up. Fathers at NEC work in rain and
snow, day and night, when duty calls. If
a storm triggers outages, these fathers
don’t play Monopoly by candlelight or
tell bedtime stories. They charge into the
fray to fix what was broken.
Some dads work in the eye of the
storm. Others take action behind the
scenes in our dispatch center, tracking
problems and directing crews to trouble

spots. They answer calls from members
and share the latest news with the media
and on Facebook.com/NewberryCoop.
Working together, these brave men
restore power to our community. You can
hear their children, like Kade and Carson,
cheering them on.
Kade would be saying, “I want to be
a lineman when I grow up, just like my
dad.” He, along with the other children
in the NEC family, grew up with men who
dedicate their lives to connecting neighbors
to comfort. It’s not an easy job. The hours
are long, and tasks are dangerous. But the
payoff—making life better for all of us—fuels
these resilient men.
June’s a time to celebrate fathers. My
dad taught me to think about the bigger
picture, to find a job I’m passionate about
that helps the community. I believe the
men of Newberry Electric found their
calling.
Let’s honor the fathers who keep our
community strong. Happy Father’s Day.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Kade (left) and
Carson with
their dad

Debra Shaw

In observance of the
Independence Day holiday,
Newberry Electric Cooperative
will be closed on Thursday,
July 4. Power outages and
electrical problems may be
reported by calling (803)
276-1121. Emergency crews
will be on standby.
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Newberry News
Running for a reason

NEC member participates in marathons to help co-worker with Crohn’s
of alone with it, people
don’t know you’re sick, you
don’t want people to know
you’re sick, and awareness
is so important to helping
people.
“I want to help with that
and help Kevin to repay all
the help and inspiration he
gives the rest of us.”

By WALTER ALLREAD

CT scans since then—that
those who appreciate him,
such as Miller, stepped up
to help.
While surfing the
Internet looking for
possibilities, Miller found
one right up her alley. An

avid runner, she discovered
Team Challenge, which
is the Crohn’s and Colitis
Foundation of America’s
endurance training and
fund-raising program and
includes marathons, half
marathons and triathlons
in which participants
raise money to help fund
research for new treatments
and fuel the search for a
cure.
“I thought, ‘I’m already
running, so why not?’”
Miller says.
Miller, a biological
science and wildlife
technician with the Forest
Service, ran her first half
marathon in January, and
her first full marathon was
the Derby Marathon in

Carrie Miller and her husband, Andy,
with their children, Alani, 2, and
Jackson, 14 months, after the couple
enjoyed an afternoon run.

Louisville, Ky., on April 27
in which Miller’s husband,
Andy, ran a half.
While there is no
cure for Crohn’s, an
inflammatory bowel
disease that attacks the
gastrointestinal tract,
symptoms can be treated
successfully.
“The big thing for me
was that so many people
have some kind of issue
with Crohn’s, and joining
Team Challenge, doing the
run and the fund raising,
we’re talking with lots of
people about it,” Miller
says. “People can feel kind

COURTESY DERBY MARATHON

COURTESY CARRIE MILLER

Kevin Rister

To learn more about Team
Challenge, visit ccteamchallenge.
org. To donate to Miller,
visit active.com/donate/
virginiaNATIONAL13/VTCMILLER
or email carriefightscrohns@att.
net.
WALTER ALLREAD

All you need to know about
Kevin Rister is this: When
he goes out into the field
to do his work as a timber
marker for the U.S. Forest
Service, he takes the worst
equipment.
Why? So others can have
the good equipment.
“The heaviest pack,
the worst paint gun, those
are what he gets so other
people can have the better
ones to make their job
easier,” says co-worker
Carrie Miller, a Newberry
Electric Cooperative
member. “That’s who he is.
He’s just an inspirational
person.”
It’s no wonder, then, that
when Rister began to suffer
from the effects of Crohn’s
disease in 2010—he’s six
surgeries, 11 colonoscopies,
five pouchoscopies, and six

Miller finishes
the Derby
Marathon,
her first full
marathon, in
Louisville, Ky.,
on April 27.
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