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Caterpillar expands,
brings in 500 new jobs
NEC IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE that Newberry
County will soon be a production
hub for electric power generators in
North America. World-renowned
Caterpillar, Inc. operates an electric
generator production facility from the
Newberry County Industrial Park. The
corporate giant recently announced
its plans to put 500 new workers on
the Newberry facility’s payroll in
the upcoming four-year period.
“As we all know, our industrial
consumers play a very important role
in maintaining rate stability for all
classes of electric consumers,” said
NEC President and CEO Dan Murphy.
“When our industrial consumers
expand and increase electric usage,
our local operating costs can be spread
over a greater amount of kilowatthour sales. That helps keep rates down
as costs continue to rise for almost
everything we have to purchase to
keep our electric system going. And, of
course, this Caterpillar expansion will
also benefit all of us here in Newberry
County with the creation of many new

jobs and new opportunities for our
families.”
The new jobs will result from the
transfer of the generator assembly
processes from Caterpillar’s assembly
plant in Griffin, Ga. While the Georgia
facility will continue to manufacture
engines, the transfer of its generator
assembly operations to its Newberry
plant strengthens the South Carolina
facility’s position within the Caterpillar
product line.
“We value our working relationship
with Caterpillar and congratulate them
on success here in Newberry County,”
said Murphy. “When you look at
Caterpillar and the commitment the
company has made to our county, all
of us understand the value it brings
by broadening the tax base and
providing employment opportunities.
I want to assure everyone that
NEC will do everything possible to
contribute to Caterpillar’s success by
providing them with a dependable,
high-quality supply of power for its
important operations.”

courtesy of Palmetto Economic Development

Newberry Electric
Cooperative will be
closed on Monday,
July 5, in observance of
Independence Day. Please
call 276-1121 for power
outages or other electrical
problems. Emergency crews
will be on standby.

Caterpillar recently announced plans to put 500 new workers on the Newberry facility’s
payroll in the upcoming four-year period.
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Newberry News
Members
to Congress:
Keep fighting for us

Hannah Sheely

Richard Cromer signs an “Our Energy, Our Future”
postcard to thank South Carolina’s congressional
delegation for looking out for co-op members as
new energy and climate laws are written.

national recognition for helping
their members send about 230,000
messages to Congress by Election
Day in 2008, reminding leaders that
climate change legislation should
be fair, affordable and achievable.
S.C. congressmen have now received
406,829 Our Energy, Our Future
messages from co-ops across the
state.

Go for a ride at Connections.coop

MIKKI HUGHES

The amusement park near
Charlotte offers more than
60 state-of-the-art rides.

Sarah Wicker

touring the
nation’s capital this month, courtesy
of Newberry Electric Cooperative,
will have very full plates—including
breakfast at the Supreme Court.
The high court stop is a new
highlight of this year’s Washington
Youth Tour, June 12–17. Hannah H.
Sheely of Little Mountain and Sarah
Wicker of Prosperity are representing
Newberry Electric on the whirlwind
tour of historic sites, government
buildings, museums and monuments.
This summer’s trip also includes visits
to the Pentagon’s 9/11 memorial and
the National Archives.
Newberry Electric Cooperative
sponsors rising high school seniors on
the chaperoned trip each summer.
They join students representing other
co-ops across the state in Washington.
The South Carolina students meet with
their congressmen, learn more about
electric co-ops and rub elbows with
their peers from co-ops across America.

Two local students
Walter Allread

About 50,000 e-mails have been sent
to South Carolina congressmen this
spring, encouraging them to keep up
the fight to protect consumers from
unfair increases in electric bills.
About 4,300 e-mails have been sent
by, or on behalf of, Newberry Electric
Cooperative members who support
the nationwide Our Energy, Our
Future campaign, according to the
National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association (NRECA). More than
56,000 South Carolinians are on
board, including about 2,375 members
of Newberry Electric. Many members
signed Our Energy, Our Future cards
at their annual meeting on April 7.
Their messages thank S.C.
congressmen for leadership on
environmental challenges and ask for
continued support. Co-ops support
the view that Congress, not the EPA,
should determine how to regulate
stationary sources of greenhouse gases
while keeping electricity affordable.
NRECA began Our Energy, Our
Future in February 2008. Newberry
Electric and other S.C. co-ops earned

Students visiting
D.C. for Youth Tour

Use your Co-op Connections to save on tickets to
Carowinds this summer.
A special online-only discount is available for Co-op
Connections cardholders. Access connections.coop for the
corporate code you’ll need to save $15 on regular one-day
admission for ages 3–61. Other discounts are available; see
the website for details.
The 112-acre theme and water park straddles the Carolinas
state line just south of Charlotte. The park offers more than
60 state-of-the-art rides, attractions and shows for all ages.
Visit connections.coop for discounts at other amusement
and water parks in South Carolina, including Adventure Cove
and Dolphin Discoveries in Hilton Head. You can access
connections.coop by clicking on the Co-op Connections
Card image at nec.coop.

Access youthtour.coop for photos from this
year’s Youth Tour. You can also follow the S.C.
delegation at twitter.com/scyouthtour.
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