Co-opConnection

Happy anniversary, Touchstone Energy!

Co-op gets Facebook page
Are you on Facebook? NEC
is! Check out the Newberry
Electric Cooperative
Facebook page. The Internet
address is Facebook.com/
NewberryCoop.
Our Facebook page
will feature energy tips,
cost-saving videos, and
NEC events. If you have a
Facebook account, go to the
Newberry Electric Facebook
page and “like” us. After all,
we love our members!
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FOUNDED IN 1998 by a proactive group
of electric co-ops, Touchstone Energy
Cooperatives brand has grown to 742 co-ops
serving 30 million members in
46 states.
But, in some important ways,
nothing has changed since
Newberry Electric became a
Touchstone Energy co-op: We
still serve our local communities
with the dependable, trustworthy
service our members have
relied on for almost 75 years. We are
still independent and locally owned—by
members like you. Our participation as
a Touchstone Energy Cooperative simply
means we are associated with a nationwide
network of electric co-ops dedicated to
bringing added value and benefit to all
members.
Resources such as TogetherWeSave.com
and Connections.coop help members save
on pocketbook issues. You can learn more
about the co-op brand at TouchstoneEnergy.
com but here are a few key points:

What is the real difference between
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives and
other energy providers?
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives are
owned by those members they serve and
operate as not-for-profit organizations. For
business and residential customers alike,
only Touchstone Energy cooperatives
can offer the advantages of a strong,
local presence, plus the expertise and
resources of a nationwide network of
electric utility services. Touchstone Energy
cooperatives operate according to the
cooperative principles and are guided by
their core values of integrity, accountability,
innovation and commitment to community.

What is the meaning of the name
Touchstone Energy?
A “touchstone” is a measure of quality
and value. Touchstone Energy was
selected as the most effective name for
communicating the unique characteristics
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Joey Garris and Gracie Lindler pose in front of the
Touchstone Energy balloon at last year’s annual
meeting.

that convey the special nature of
cooperatives. These include:
ff strength and responsiveness through a
local presence;
ff a genuine commitment to the
communities they serve;
ff a human relationship orientation;
ff innovation and state-of-the-art
technology, and
ff high-quality service with a true focus on
members.

Why is Touchstone Energy important
to business and residential members?
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives have
made a commitment to provide reliable,
member-focused service to all members,
large and small. Touchstone Energy
cooperatives work hard to provide
innovative programs to better serve their
members—resources that are designed to
help the members and their communities.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Newberry News
WIRE comforts displaced elderly citizens
IT WAS A LABOR OF LOVE ,

WIRE offers $2,500
scholarship for women
Applications are being taken for a
$2,500 scholarship for women awarded
annually by WIRE, a community service
organization affiliated with electric
co-ops in South Carolina.
The WIRE Opportunity Scholarship is
awarded to a woman who may not have
been able to attend college when she
graduated from high school but now
wants to further her education. WIRE
(Women Involved in Rural Electrification)

Walter Allread

assembly-line
style, recently when about 30 WIRE
volunteers from co-ops across South
Carolina gathered to stuff Co-op Closet
bags full of emergency supplies for
displaced elderly citizens.
Among them were Debra Shaw
and Marie Harmon of Newberry
Electric Cooperative’s chapter of
WIRE (Women Involved in Rural
Electrification). Members of the co-op
community outreach organization
came together Feb. 8 at The Electric
Cooperatives of South Carolina Inc.
(ECSC) in Cayce, responding to a
request from S.C. Lieutenant Governor
Glenn F. McConnell and the state
Office on Aging.
The officials determined that
elderly citizens too often are forgotten
when group or nursing homes are
ordered closed for safety or health
violations, according to ECSC’s Peggy
Dantzler, coordinator of the Co-op
Closet project. “The lieutenant
governor felt the cooperatives
could help, and WIRE is a natural
extension of the co-ops’ community
commitment,” she notes.
Writing to ECSC CEO Mike Couick,
the lieutenant governor said WIRE
helped meet a pressing need. “The
‘Co-op Closet,’ full of emergency
relocation bags, gives hope to many

South Carolinians—some of whom
may have lived next door or down the
street from you or me. The continued
generosity of the WIRE women gives
me hope that South Carolinians will
not let a call for help go unanswered.”
The bags are kept at the Office
on Aging, which determines who
needs assistance around the state. As
Dantzler notes, some recipients are
destitute when they leave their group
awards the scholarship based on
financial need and personal goals.
Applicants must:
ff be a member of a South Carolina
electric co-op
ff have graduated from high school or
earned her GED at least 10 years ago
ff be accepted into an accredited S.C.
college or university, and
ff demonstrate financial need and
personal goals.
Women who have previously
obtained a four-year college degree
are not eligible. Applicants may have

Debra Shaw, NEC, Charlotte Griffin, with Lynches
River Co-op, and Missy Santorum of Palmetto
Electric Co-op help pack bags for the co-op closet.

or nursing home, often the only home
they’ve known for years. “They have
nothing,” she says.
Dantzler says the bags—and the
compassion of strangers—often
astound the elderly recipients. “When
they’re told it’s theirs to keep, they’re
just stunned.”
previously earned a twoyear degree or some
college credits. The
scholarship, which can be
used for the fall 2013 or spring
2014 semesters, will be paid jointly
to the winner and her college of choice.
Applications are available at
Newberry Electric Cooperative. The
deadline to apply is June 3. Mail or fax
the application to WIRE Scholarship
Committee, Attention: Bobbie Cook,
Aiken Electric Cooperative, Inc., P.O. Box
417, Aiken, SC 29802, Fax (803) 641-8310
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