Co-opConnection

Democracy at the co-op

What’s not to ‘like’?
Cute pets with energysaving tips—what’s not
to “like”? Find them
both at Facebook.com/
NewberryCoop.
Make a furry “friend”
today!
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Democratic Member Control is critical to every co-op
elections of the
past November may be fading from
your memory, voting for politicians
is not the only way we as
co-op members can practice
democracy.
Every co-op—whether
it’s Newberry Electric
Cooperative, your credit
union or a farm co-op—
follows the basic principle of
one member, one vote. Most
often you are asked to vote and elect
individuals that will represent you
on the board of directors. These folks
are your friends, neighbors and fellow
residents of our community.
Every member in good standing of
the co-op may run for the board. This
is one of the key differences between
a co-op member and a customer
of an investor-owned utility (IOU).
Most IOUs are not too interested
in customers’ opinions of how the
company should be run.
Co-ops invite members to
participate. In fact, it is a necessity
for the survival of the co-op. As the
electric utility industry evolves, having
interested members who are willing
to take an active role is critically
important. We encourage member
participation, a key component for a
healthy democracy, in our electric co-op.
At Newberry Electric Cooperative,
we believe in the Own, Use, Serve and
Belong model.
ff Own—Refers to each member truly
believing and feeling that he/she
does indeed share in the ownership
of the co-op. This can come from
attending the Annual Meeting, voting,
receiving a capital credits check or
participating in other co-op events.
ff Use—For electric co-ops this means
that you use the co-op’s resources
wisely (after all, you are an owner
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NEC members exercising their democratic right by
voting for the board of directors.

of those resources). You utilize the
energy-conservation tips shared by
Newberry Electric Co-op. You use
energy-efficient appliances, weather
strip windows and doors, use LED
or CFL lights—and you turn them
off when you leave the room.
ff Serve—If we are successful with
“own” and “use,” perhaps you will
feel called to serve our co-op—
maybe as a board member, volunteer,
committee member or community
contributor through the co-op.
ff Belong—We all seek to belong
to something. In the early days
when the co-op was just getting
started, neighbors helped neighbors.
While our lives seem busier and
more electronically driven than
ever, the need to connect and
belong is necessary for us and our
communities to thrive.
There is great power in the human
connection, and at Newberry Electric
Cooperative, we strive to do that
every day.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Newberry News
GPS mapping of NEC system under way
the process of creating a
new GPS mapping system, which
will provide the foundation for a
quicker outage response time, as
well as improve efficiency. The first
step to implementing this project is a
complete inventory of its service area.
Beginning in January 2015, NEC
will be conducting a complete GPS
inventory of its facilities through a
contractual agreement with Chapel
Mapping.
Chapel Mapping is a Warren, PAbased firm, specializing as a complete
mapping supplier to electric utilities.
They will do a complete inventory of
the NEC power distribution system,
consisting of poles, transformers,
meters and underground equipment.
To gather the data, the Chapel
crew of four will need access to all
NEC members’ property. They will
begin working in areas served by the
Newberry Substation, which includes
Wilson Road, from the Wise Street
area and down to Norris Road. They
will then go to areas served by the
Belfast Substation. They will continue
the process until all areas served
by Newberry Electric Cooperative
are inventoried. The project is to be
completed by the end of 2016.
Stephanie Sullivan, NEC Systems
Analyst, said, “We want our members
to be aware that Chapel Mapping will

NEC is in

Senior Line
Foreman
Mike Harp
is shown
here with
the NEC
Logo and
handheld
device.
Debra Shaw

cover the entire service area getting
geographic coordinates with hand-held
devices, as well as taking photographs
of meters and buildings. This will
greatly improve our customer service
capabilities, as well as overall service
reliability with a better mapping
system and equipment location
information.”
Chapel Mapping employees will be
driving vehicles with their logo, as well

Walter Allread

NEC members at last year’s meeting

Save the date
NEC is currently in preparation for its 75th Annual Meeting, which will be held on
Wednesday, April 1, at the Mid-Carolina High School Gym. Registration begins
at noon, and the meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Make plans now to attend.

Chapel Mapping
crew member taking
photos of the system.

Chapel Mapping

handheld device

as the NEC logo, and wearing clothing
clearly identified as Chapel Mapping.
This will allow property owners to
quickly identify the person. Any
members who have questions about
the work being performed by Chapel
Mapping, or the personnel on his/her
property, may contact NEC dispatch at
276-1121.
We appreciate the patience of
our members as we embark on this
project, which will greatly benefit our
members and help to advance future
system growth and management.
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