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I’m thankful for my co-op because
it serves as a vibrant force in the local
economy—partly because we are local. That
means Newberry Electric is invested in
the future of its communities. NEC gives
around $100,000 annually to Newberry
County for economic development projects,
such as infrastructure at the industrial parks.
I’m thankful for my co-op, because we
care. From giving scholarships to young
people, to supporting organizations in
the community through the NEC WIRE
(Women Involved in Rural Electrification)
chapter, we care about the people and the
businesses we serve.
Finally, I’m thankful for you, our
members and faithful readers, because
without you, there would be no Newberry
Electric Cooperative.
Happy Thanksgiving from all of us here
at your electric co-op.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Pictured
here are
employee
JoAnne
Bradstreet,
her husband
Cecil and
their
grandson,
Bradley, at
last year’s
company
Christmas
party.

Debra Shaw

Are you on Facebook? NEC
is! Check out the Newberry
Electric Cooperative
Facebook page. The Internet
address is Facebook.com/
NewberryCoop.
Our Facebook page
will feature energy tips,
cost-saving videos, and
NEC events. If you have a
Facebook account, go to the
Newberry Electric Facebook
page and “like” us. After all,
we love our members!

AT MY FAMILY’S Thanksgiving dinner each
year, we all take turns saying something
we’re grateful for. My list is usually about
the same—good health, wonderful
family and friends, and a job
serving the great people of
Newberry County.
I’m thankful to be a part of
Newberry Electric Cooperative.
Our employees are some of the
hardest workers I know. Our
mission is to provide affordable,
reliable, safe electric power, but we also
aim to improve the quality of life in the
communities we serve. It’s a mission we all
take seriously.
I’m thankful for Newberry Electric
because it allows employees to live
alongside those we serve. The beauty of a
cooperative is that it’s locally owned and
operated; there are no distant shareholders
pulling the strings behind the scenes.
Members elect members to serve on the
Board of Trustees and govern the co-op.
We are your neighbors, your friends,
your family.

Happy holidays from our family to yours!
Newberry Electric Cooperative will be closed
on Thursday and Friday, Nov. 28 and 29, in
observance of Thanksgiving.
We’ll also close on Tuesday, Dec. 24, and
Wednesday, Dec. 25, for Christmas. And
we’ll close for New Year’s Day the following
Wednesday. As always, emergency crews will
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be on standby.
Please also note that this issue of South
Carolina Living is a combined NovemberDecember edition. We’ll return with a new
issue in January. Until then, happy holidays
from Newberry Electric Cooperative!

Newberry News
A passion for repurposing

NEC member makes unique custom guitars
By Walter Allread

when a buddy of Jack
Bouknight wanted to do him a favor.
After Bouknight’s wife bought him
a guitar for their 15th anniversary that
didn’t play so well, but renewed his
lifelong interest in playing, a friend
made a guitar for him. Bouknight
liked it but realized he needed a wider
fretboard to accommodate his large
hands. That put an idea in his head.
“I figured I could make one
customized for my own style,” says
Bouknight, a Newberry Electric
Cooperative member. “So I went ahead
and made one myself. I got the bug from
there. I keep thinking I can make one
better, one better, one better and so on.”
That was eight years ago.
Bouknight, who has now made 90
instruments, recently established JMB
Guitars. “It started as a hobby, but I’m
pretty serious about it now,” he says.
He especially enjoys repurposing
items such as wood and bone and
giving them new life as beautiful,
one-of-a-kind guitars. He’s also made
mandolins and violins.

IT ALL STARTED

Jack Bouknight holds a guitar he made that he’s
had signed by artists who performed at the
Newberry Opera House. A close-up view shows
autographs by Ray Price, Doc Watson, Loretta
Lynn, Randy Scruggs and acoustic virtuoso Tommy
Emmanuel, who Bouknight says loved the guitar.

Bouknight and his friend and unofficial quality
control specialist, Mickey Johnson, who previously
worked for Gibson Guitars, display some of
Bouknight’s musical creations.

The f-hole on one of Bouknight’s guitars shows
the intricacy of his work.

WALTER ALLREAD

“I use wood that other people don’t
use,” Bouknight says. “I have as many
as seven kinds of wood in some of the
rosettes. I use paulownia, one of the
lightest woods in the world, and Sitka
spruce for tops. I have also used heart
pine and fir from old construction
for tops, which adds a dimension of
personal history to each guitar. I have
even been asked to use specific wood
salvaged from an old homeplace.”
Extra features include solid inner
linings, bone nuts, bone saddles, bone
bridge pins, Grover tuners, solidwood bindings and intricate rosettes.
Bouknight aims for a vintage look with

his guitars, which he sells in stores in
Greenwood and Anderson in addition
to his Newberry location and online
through jmbguitars.com. Prices range
from $300 to $1,200.
“It’s all about playability and
sound,” Bouknight says. “I love making
them, but I love hearing them played
even more.
“The people that have them love
them. They tell me the sound is just
terrific, and the feel and action is
great. People just love them.”
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