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Newberry Electric Cooperative
will be closed on November 24
and 25 for Thanksgiving,
December 23 and 26 for Christmas
and December 30 for New Year’s
holidays. To report outages or
electrical problems, call 276-1121.
Emergency crews will be on standby.
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AS A CHILD growing up, the time from
Thanksgiving to Christmas was my
absolute favorite time of the year.
We’d gather around my
grandmother’s house in the
country, she’d cook up a ton
of food, and we’d all enjoy
being together.
Now that I’m a parent
with grown children of my
own, not very much has
changed, and that’s a good
thing. In my home here in Newberry
and around the rest of South Carolina,
families gather around to give thanks
for their good fortune during the
previous year over some football and
then in December celebrate the birth
of Our Savior Jesus Christ—a message
that too often gets lost in today’s
commercialization of the holiday.
Traditions adapt and change over
time as we all grow older. When I was
a young father, I remember many
long nights on Christmas Eve putting
presents together. That was when
“Some Assembly Required” meant
“Build It Yourself!” Nowadays, bicycles
come all put together, but believe
me, they didn’t always! But those
long nights were always rewarded the
following morning when our three
daughters couldn’t wait to come see
what Santa Claus had left for them.
These days, my duties during the
holidays are chiefly comprised of
“staying out of the way.” But still, what
matters most is seeing and being with
family, with those you love most. In
that way, I’ve also found that the
co-op is like a family. Since coming on
board as CEO of Newberry Electric
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Cooperative, I’ve been blown away
by how friendly the community, the
members and the Board of Trustees
all have been in welcoming me and
my family here. I’d like to thank all
those people personally for making
my family and me feel at home right
away. Your support has been a blessing
for which I am very thankful.
Looking ahead to 2012, we at
NEC will be working to keep your
energy costs as low as possible.
Understanding there are many
challenges out there we can’t control
with the government and the
Environmental Protection Agency,
we’ll control what we can by being
the best stewards of members’ assets.
We’ve seen a lot of mergers in the
industry of late. Although NEC will
remain independent and memberowned, some people say we’ll see
more mergers. The only certainty is
uncertainty.
One initiative for next year that,
in a way, reflects the holiday spirit,
is that we want the co-op to be more
community-oriented and active
where we live. So look for more active
community involvement from us in
the near future.
Until then, from my family—my
wife, Merri, and daughters, Kelci,
Tamara, Chantaye, and my grandson
Tripp—to yours, I’d like to wish you a
joyous holiday season. God bless.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Newberry News
Late summer ‘snow’

Newberry farmer brings back cotton–in a big way

WALTER ALLREAD

By WALTER ALLREAD

the huge fields of white in
the Jalapa community in September, it
wasn’t an early snow, although it was
something almost as rare for Newberry
County. What you were looking at was
the long-time king of cash crops of the
South, cotton.
For generations, a common sight in
this part of South Carolina, the vast

If you saw

Says John Long, who was raised at the family home
seen in the distance behind him, “It’s been really
special farming the land I grew up on.”

cotton fields along Hwy. 76 became a
short-lived local attraction in the final
days of summer. When Newberry
Electric Cooperative member Katheryn
Shealy first saw the snow-white crop
coming in from land she rents to
farmer John Long, she arranged a

church bus tour to come by and see it
firsthand.
“It really is so pretty this year, the
cotton,” Shealy said September 20. “I
don’t know how it did it with so little
rain.”
Long, who grew up in Newberry
on the very land he now farms in
addition to other parcels, left a job as
an agricultural engineer for the state
land resources commission to go into
farming with his late father, Harold.
The senior Long was a member of
the NEC’s Board of Trustees for years,
serving as its chair during his final term.
That was 1980. Long now manages
a 2,500-acre farm that in addition to
cotton grows soybeans and wheat,
sustains a 170-head cow herd and
approximately 100,000 turkeys a year.
“It’s been really special farming
the land I grew up on,” said Long.
“It’s nice to be able to grow cotton
around here again in addition to our
other row crops. Our biggest challenge
in meeting growing world demand
has been inconsistent and extreme
weather patterns, not only here, but
across the U.S. and around the world.”

$130 worth of prevention
NEC’s engineering and operations
department immediately put together
a plan to replace the transformer with
a spare the co-op keeps for situations
like this.
In two days, all power had been
shifted off the substation
to NEC’s nearby
Fairview Substation.
The 65,000-pound
transformer was replaced
without an interruption
in service to members. As
Manager of Engineering
and Operations Jason
Merchant notes, “A $130
oil sample saved NEC
several hundred thousand
dollars of damage if
the problem had gone

undetected and the transformer failed.”
He adds, “NEC takes pride in our many
system-wide maintenance programs and
also in providing our consumers with
the very best power quality we can
offer.”

Jason Merchant

Newberry Electric Cooperative’s
substation preventive maintenance
program recently detected and possibly
prevented a catastrophic failure of a
substation power transformer at the
Holland’s Landing Substation near
Prosperity. The substation serves homes
and businesses near the landing and the
State Park Road and Dreher Island areas.
NEC’s engineering department
conducts annual oil testing on all
oil-filled substation voltage regulators
and power transformers. An oil test
can determine if substation equipment
has been or is currently experiencing
problems that could cause major
outages or equipment damage. In
September, oil samples at the substation
revealed a problem indicating a
transformer needed to be replaced.
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