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IF YOU’VE BEEN a loyal reader of South
Carolina Living, the notion of “the
cooperative difference” isn’t new. We talk
about electric co-ops supporting
community programs and
economic development efforts,
offering value-added services like
energy audits, and being locally
owned and operated.
At the core of our not-forprofit, consumer-owned business
model, each household or business
that gets electricity from an electric co-op
in South Carolina has a voice in how the
enterprise is run and gets the opportunity
to elect directors or trustees from among
the membership to represent them.
Cooperation remains an inherent part
of cooperatives, right down to the root of
the word. Today, more than 900 electric
cooperatives serve approximately 75 percent
of the nation’s land area in 47 states. While
all are independent utilities, we work
together to improve the quality of life in
the communities we serve.
For example, whenever there’s a severe
storm, we know we can count on co-op
lineworkers from Georgia or North
Carolina to help us get the power back on
more quickly. That’s called “mutual-aid
assistance”—because when they need help,
we send it, too.

Are you on Facebook? NEC
is! Check out the Newberry
Electric Cooperative
Facebook page. The Internet
address is Facebook.com/
NewberryCoop.
Our Facebook page
will feature energy tips,
cost-saving videos, and
NEC events. If you have a
Facebook account, go to the
Newberry Electric Facebook
page and “like” us. After all,
we love our members!
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Pictured here are veteran George Epting, Leann Hutto, NEC
employee, who served as a chaperone, and veteran Eldred
Amick (far right) on the morning of the 2012 Honor Flight.

This past winter, the Oklahoma
Association of Electric Cooperatives
partnered with the National Weather
Service on a new tool for rating ice
storms. One that electric co-ops in several
states have been using since 2009 to help
determine whether to pre-deploy line crews
or request mutual aid in anticipation of an
icing event. Now, all electric utilities can
benefit from this technology and other
innovations like it.
Our cooperative DNA also drives
South Carolina’s independent electric
cooperatives to create programs that benefit
everyone, like the Honor Flights and the
NEC WIRE (Women Involved in Rural
Electrification) chapter. The WIRE chapter
has supported organizations throughout
the community such as The Boys Farm,
The Hannah House, Hospice, MADD,
Sistercare, Freedom and Hope Foundation,
The Newberry Free Clinic, JF Hawkins,
Springfield Place and White Oak Manor.
The chapter has sent packages to soldiers
overseas and collected teddy bears for the
local EMS for children in crisis situations.
At the end of the day, “cooperation” isn’t
just a word; for us, it’s a way of life.

Debra Shaw

Co-op gets Facebook page

Leann Hutto

A model of cooperation

Debra Shaw, WIRE coordinator, presents a check to
Margaret Brackett, MADD coordinator for Newberry
County.
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Newberry News
Hope for the helpless

Speaker at WIRE meeting raises heart defect awareness
BY WALTER ALLREAD

WALTER ALLREAD

into her
pregnancy, Shannon Carter got the
kind of news no mother wants to hear.
Her unborn son, Derrick, had
a congenital heart defect. He was
missing his left ventricle, the one
responsible for pumping oxygenated
blood to the body. That diagnosis
led to a string of hospital visits,
surgeries (three
and counting)
and continued
shock that more
research hasn’t
been done on
what causes
congenital heart
defects, the
leading cause
of birth-defectrelated deaths,
according to the
American Heart
Shannon and Derrick
Association.
Carter. “One out of
“When he was
every 100 babies each
born, they took
year is born with a
congenital heart defect. him immediately
More can be done and
from me into
must be done,” she says.
the ICU,” Carter
told Newberry Electric Cooperative’s
WIRE chapter at its August 1 meeting.
TWENTY-FOUR WEEKS

You wouldn’t know it from
looking at him but Derrick
Carter, 4, was born missing his
left ventricle. He played with
his little sister, Jenny Kate, not
pictured, while their mom,
Shannon Carter, spoke to WIRE
members.

“I didn’t get to hold him until he was
four days old, then four days later he
was having surgery.”
Derrick, who is 4 now, has had two
more surgeries since and will face a
lifetime of cardiac treatment and likely
will have a heart transplant sometime
in his life. That’s the good news.
“If Derrick would have been born
30 years ago, he probably would have
been sent home to die,” Carter says.
“The research has come a long way.
But there’s not enough research done,
because one out of every 100 babies
each year is born with a congenital
heart defect. More can be done and
must be done.”
To aid that research, Carter
founded Hope for BraveHEARTS with

her family and three others. To date
the group has raised $35,000, most
of which has been donated to the
Medical University of South Carolina
where Derrick was born. The rest goes
into making post-surgery baskets for
children ages 1–10 that the group has
sent free of charge to children not just
at MUSC but as far away as California.
“Our goal is to raise money for
research, raise awareness and help
support families who are going
through surgery after surgery,” Carter
says. “Anything people can do makes a
difference.”
WIRE donated $100 to assist Hope for
BraveHEARTS. Visit HopeForBraveHearts.org to
learn how you can help.

Care packages meant a lot, veterans say
Two veterans who recently served overseas and received care packages from
NEC’s WIRE chapter earlier this year attended the August 1 meeting to show
their gratitude.
Army Spec. Devin Kingsmore, who was deployed in Afghanistan, told
WIRE members, “I wanted to come to thank you all personally for sending
me the care package overseas. It meant a lot to me, and my squad as well,
especially at the time that I received it. It was a very harsh time for us.”
The Rev. Anthony Curcio, pastor of Morris Chapel Methodist Church in
Chappells, a captain in the S.C. Army National Guard, also took time to
attend the meeting. “I received care packages from members of my church,
family, friends, and it was very surprising… to one day get one from the
WIRE group. I really appreciate that,” said Curcio, who was deployed in
Kosovo as a chaplain. “Thank you very much!”

Army Spec. Devin Kingsmore thanks WIRE for his care
package. “It meant a lot to me and my squad as well,
especially at the time that I received it. It was a very harsh
time for us,” he said.
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