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Keep in touch with NEC
Are you on Facebook? NEC
is! Check out the Newberry
Electric Cooperative
Facebook page. The Internet
address is Facebook.com/
NewberryCoop.
Our Facebook page
will feature energy tips,
cost-saving videos, and
NEC events. If you have a
Facebook account, go to the
Newberry Electric Facebook
page and “like” us. After all,
we love our members!
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we called a special
meeting of local leaders to enlist their
support in getting the word out about
how proposed regulations
for new power plants could
drastically drive up electricity
prices.
We’re grateful to the
leaders from Newberry
County Council, the
Newberry County Chamber
of Commerce as well as
the council members for the City of
Newberry and the Town of Prosperity
who attended, along with Newberry
County Economic Development
Director Teresa Powers. As I joked, it
was Powers—whose job is to attract
jobs—I was most concerned about.
I was only half-joking: If the federal
Environmental Protection Agency’s
proposed rules for new power plants
aren’t amended before June 1, when
they’re scheduled to be finalized,
the regulations are likely to severely
hamper economic development. The
competitive power prices that South
Carolina co-ops and utilities have used
to attract industry and jobs will be a
thing of the past.
As I told our guests, the regulations
are not a cooperative issue, an
investor-owned utility issue, or a
municipal power company issue. It’s
a statewide issue, indeed a local issue.
We urged local leaders to join the
petition drive at scTellEPA.com before
the public comment period ended
Dec. 1—and get their constituents on
board, too. Thanks to everyone who
stood with us.
Before, during and after the runup to that deadline, countless co-op
officials have worked overtime on
your behalf. Two were guest speakers
Nov. 3: John Frick, VP of government
relations for the electric co-ops’ state

BACK ON NOV. 3,

SOUTH CAROLINA LIVING | january 2015 | scliving.coop

Central Electric Power
Cooperative CEO Rob
Hochstetler speaks to the
Newberry group. Looking
on is John Frick of The
Electric Cooperatives of
S.C., Inc.
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Working OT for members–
and all S.C. consumers

association, and Rob Hochstetler,
president and CEO of Central Electric
Power Cooperative, the power supply
aggregator for NEC and 19 other S.C.
co-ops. Having pored over the EPA’s
2,000-page proposal for months, Frick
and Hochstetler effectively translated
just how the EPA is being unfair. The
bottom line, as Frick and Hochstetler
explained, is that the proposal could
hurt S.C. citizens, especially those
living on fixed incomes, by forcing
power prices up sharply.
But take heart, the fight isn’t over.
Co-op leaders—and now, local county,
municipal and economic leaders—
haven’t stopped looking out for you.
We’ve enlisted our congressional
delegation for support, and they have
unanimously responded. Together,
we’re still on the case for fairness.
Turn to page 14 to learn how.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

Newberry News
Help keep linemen safe
line crews climb utility
poles, their safety and ability to make
needed repairs depend on having a
solid surface into which they can dig
the climbing spikes.
While the lineman is climbing the
pole, he digs his sharp climbing spikes,
called gaffs, which are attached to
the boot, into the wooden pole for
a good foothold. Any objects on the
pole, such as nails or staples, keep the
lineman’s climbing spikes from digging
into the wooden pole, and he could
slide down the pole. On his way down
the pole, he could get cut by sharp
objects attached to the pole, causing
injury.
The cooperative routinely inspects
the utility poles to make sure there
are no visible signs of damage that
would cause it to break during severe
weather.
Each co-op member can also do his
or her part to make sure linemen are
kept safe. Please do not attach signs,
posters, satellite dish equipment, or
any other objects on NEC utility poles.

Brighten your nights
with Illuma Knight

When NEC

is an
outdoor security
lighting program
from Newberry
Electric Cooperative
that can help you
protect your home or business and
make it more attractive. For a nominal
monthly fee, these lighting fixtures
operate from dusk to dawn to deter
vandalism, burglaries and other
crimes, even when you’re away. NEC
will install, operate and maintain your
security light, all for a nominal fee that
is conveniently added to your electric
bill each month.

Lineman Justin Tedder
demonstrates how gaffs
must have a good, wooden
surface in which to “dig”
for safe climbing.

ILLUMA KNIGHT

TM

Small change can make
a BIG difference
Debra Shaw

Let us help protect your appliances, electronics
Newberry Electric Cooperative has surge-protection equipment
installed on the substation and line equipment, but a
potentially damaging electrical surge can still enter your home
through the electrical system, telephone line or TV cable.
For a low monthly fee, NEC members can have a meter-base
surge-protection device installed on their meter that will protect appliances and
motor-driven items in the home from a damaging surge.
NEC also makes available for purchase, secondary Meter-Treater brand plugin devices designed to protect computers, the entertainment center, and other
electronics in the home.
Start protecting your appliances and electronics today. For more information
on the program, call Customer Service at 276-1121 or visit the NEC online store
at nec.coop and purchase directly from the manufacturer, Meter-Treater, Inc.

You can impact the lives of others in
the community through Newberry
Electric Cooperative’s new Operation
Round Up program. Here’s how it
works:
NEC rounds up your electric bill to
the next whole dollar. So if your bill is
$182.51, it’s rounded up to $183.
On average, your donation is only
$6 a year—less than two cents a day!
Money raised stays right here in
the community and
helps your friends
and neighbors
with needs such
as food, clothing,
shelter and utilities.

For more information, call (803) 276-1121 or
toll-free (800) 479-8838 or visit us online at
NEC.coop.

Statement of non-discrimination
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program
complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online
at ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request
the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form.

Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax
(202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.
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