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Co-op gets Facebook page
Are you on Facebook? NEC
is! Check out the Newberry
Electric Cooperative
Facebook page. The Internet
address is Facebook.com/
NewberryCoop.
Our Facebook page
will feature energy tips,
cost-saving videos, and
NEC events. If you have a
Facebook account, go to the
Newberry Electric Facebook
page and “like” us. After all,
we love our members!
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brings a new session of the S.C.
General Assembly and, with it, a chance to
thank our local legislators for their support
of Newberry Electric Cooperative.
The two gentlemen shown
below deserve your thanks. They
help NEC save our members
money and continue to provide the
most reliable service possible.
Our legislative liaison, VP of
Member, Public and Government
Relations Debra Shaw, works
with her peers from other co-ops around
the state and our statewide association
on legislative advocacy. They look out for
the more than 1.5 million South Carolina
citizens who rely on their co-ops for
dependable, affordable electric power.
Advocacy is crucial to your co-op’s
continued success. Decisions by lawmakers
in Columbia and in Washington, D.C., have
major ramifications for your monthly bill.
Co-ops keep a close eye on the legislative,
regulatory and legal issues of the entire
utility industry.

A NEW YEAR

2013 accomplishments
Our local legislative delegation continues to
stand tall for NEC members. In recent years
the General Assembly has passed legislation
aimed at curbing the theft of copper, which
has cost citizens, insurance companies,
churches and utilities a great deal of money.
In 2013, legislators, with input from co-ops
and other utilities, fine-tuned a law passed
in 2012. We now have one of the toughest

laws in the United States for copper theft.
In 2013 the Legislature also passed
tougher laws regarding theft of utility
service, particularly for those who steal
power as part of larger criminal enterprises
including operators of “grow houses,”
where crooks circumvent electric metering
to avoid paying for power used to grow
marijuana indoors. These criminals face
serious jail time if they try to stick other
co-op members with the cost of their power.

Grassroots greatness
Co-ops have earned a reputation as the
Legislature’s “go-to” advisors on energyrelated matters. In the last year, we
provided expert advice on legislation to
update state energy-efficiency building
codes, which will save homeowners energy
and money. Today, we’re doing the same to
make sure our state policies in distributed
generation like solar are reasonable and consumer friendly. We appreciate our legislators’ attentiveness to our members’ needs.
Legislators know co-ops well. They
know that NEC and other locally owned
and operated electric cooperatives have
represented grassroots organizing at its
finest for almost 75 years. Thanks again
to our delegation and to our greatest
advocates—you, our consumer-members.

G. Keith Avery
President and Chief Executive Officer

South Carolina Legislators

Need to contact our local lawmakers? Senators are housed in the Gressette Building in Columbia.
House member offices are in the Blatt Building. (H) Home district office (C) Columbia office

Sen. Ronnie W. Cromer [R]

Dist. No. 18—Lexington,
Newberry & Union Cos.
(H) PO Box 378, Prosperity, 29127
Home: (803) 364-3950
(C) PO Box 142, Columbia, 29202  0142
Room 311
Bus.: (803) 212-6330
Email: SRulesComm@scsenate.gov
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	Rep. Walton J. McLeod [D]
Dist. No. 40—Newberry Co.
(H) 308 Pomaria St., Little Mountain,
  29075
Bus.: (803) 345-1538
Home: (803) 945-7461
(C) PO Box 11867, Columbia, 29211
Room 422B
Bus.: (803) 734-3276
Email: WaltMcLeod@schouse.gov

Newberry News
‘On course’ for a great cause
NEC rolls out Operation Round Up
IT WAS ‘FORE’ a good cause, you might
say.
To jumpstart a new program,
Newberry Electric Cooperative held
its first ever Women Involved in Rural
Electrification/Community Care Fund
Golf Tournament in October of this
year. Almost $12,000 raised by the
tournament will stay right here in
Newberry County to help fund our
new Operation Round Up program
and other community projects.
The Operation Round Up program
gives NEC members a chance to
impact the lives of those less fortunate
right here in our own community.
Beginning this month, members will
have the opportunity to use their
small change to make a big difference.

Operation Round Up is a communityfocused program to help provide
financial assistance to those in crisis
situations, such as loss of job, death in
immediate family, catastrophic illess
or accident that leaves the member
unable to contribute to the household
income.

How does it work?
We make it easy. All members have to
do is allow the cooperative to round
up the power bill to the next even
dollar amount. For example, if the
bill amount is $152.60, we round it
up to $153 and the member is billed
for that amount. That extra change
amounts to around $6 a year, or about
2 cents per day. Your small change
really can make a big difference.

How do I participate?
Members can sign up by completing
and returning the bill stuffers
received in late December. Members
may also sign up by calling our

DEBRA SHAW

What Is Operation Round Up?

Customer Service Department at
276-1121 or going to our website at
nec.coop and signing up online.

The first-place team for the WIRE/Community
Care Fund Golf Tournament included (from left)
Adam West, Jonathan Black, Lance Daniel and Jeff
Paulling.

Is my contribution tax-deductible?

Round Up may be able to help. To
apply for funds, come by the NEC
office and ask for Customer Service to
pick up an application for assistance.

All contributions to Operation Round
Up are tax-deductible. Upon request,
members may get a summary of their
contributions at year end.

How is the money distributed?
The funds will be distributed through
the Newberry Couny DSS, but
members must see Customer Service
and pick up applications from the
co-op at 882 Wilson Road, Newberry.

For more information about Operation Round
Up, call our Customer Service Department at
276-1121, or visit the website at nec.coop.

What do I do if I need help?
If you’re facing a crisis and live in
the NEC service territory, Operation
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